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4 ways to love your golden    
 
Provide a special treat (food, toy or both) only available when the pet is left alone.   
 
The D.A.P. (do appeasement Pheromone) diffuser is a plug-in scent-releasing device. The 
material released is a genetically engineered pheromone normally secreted by mother 
dogs to their puppies as a message telling them to relax and that everything is all right. 
 
Leave the radio on while you are out and about 
 
Make them a home made biscuit.   
 
 
 Beefy Biscuits 
2 cups whole wheat or all purpose flour 
1 cup cornmeal  
1/4cup wheat germ  
2 teaspoon beef bouillon powder  
1/2 teaspoon yeast extract (adds additional meaty flavour)  
 
Mix above ingredients in a medium bowl.  

Add: 1 large egg, 1 tablespoon cooking oil and 1 cup hot water. 

Stir well. Roll out on a well-floured surface to 1/2 inch thickness. Place on un-greased cooking 
sheet. Bake on center rack at 275 for 2 hours until dry and very hard. Let stand overnight to dry 
thoroughly. This Recipe makes 10 big bones and 14 puppy bones.  
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Why chocolate poisons dogs and how to treat 
chocolate dog poisoning 
While the pathetic begging look that goes across the face of a dog 
wanting chocolate can weaken the most stoic dog owner, stay firm. 
Do not give in. Ever! 

Once dogs have tasted chocolate, they want more. 

And for dogs, that's a bad thing. 

You might disagree, thinking back to a time when you noticed a dog 
enjoying a tidbit of chocolate with no deleterious effect.  

Don't be fooled. 

The problem, according to veterinary experts, is that eating a speck 
of chocolate leads a dog to crave more. It can mean that your dog 
will jump at an opportunity to get any type of chocolate, not knowing 
that certain chocolates are more lethal than other types. Larger 
amounts of chocolate, particularly of the most toxic type, can bring 
about epileptic seizures in some dogs, and in all dogs, can kill. 

Poisoning of dogs by chocolate is not as uncommon as you might 
think. 

          Why is Chocolate Lethal?      
Chocolate contains theobromine. A naturally occurring stimulant 
found in the cocoa bean, theobromine increases urination and affects 
the central nervous system as well as heart muscle. While amounts 
vary by type of chocolate, it's the theobromine that is poisonous to 
dogs. 
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Symptoms of Chocolate Dog Ingestion and Poisoning 

You can recognize that your dog has eaten a toxic dose of chocolate 
from the symptoms. Within the first few hours, the evidence includes 
vomiting, diarrhea or hyperactivity. As time passes and there's 
increased absorption of the toxic substance, you'll see an increase in 
the dog's heart rate, which can cause arrhythmia, restlessness, 
hyperactivity, muscle twitching, increased urination or excessive 
panting. 

This can lead to hyperthermia, muscle tremors, seizures, coma and 
even death. 

       How Much Chocolate Is Deadly?       
If a 50-pound dog eats a teaspoonful of milk chocolate, it's not going 
to cause serious problems. However, if that same dog gorges himself 
on a two-layer chocolate cake, his stomach will feel more than upset 
and soon it's likely he'll be vomiting or experiencing diarrhea. 

To answer the question "How much is too much" is not simple. The 
health and age of your dog must be considered. Obviously, if your 
dog is aged and not in it top shape, his reaction to a plate of 
chocolate is going to be different from a young healthy dog of the 
same weight. 

Another fact that must be considered is this: Not all chocolate is the 
same. Some has a small amount of theobromine; another type has a 
large amount and still another contains an amount that is somewhere 
in between. The quantity has a relationship with the weight of your 
dog. Small dogs can be poisoned, it is easy to understand, from 
smaller amounts of theobromine than large dogs.  

Which chocolate is the safest, relatively speaking? White chocolate. It 
has the least amount of theobromine: 1 mg per ounce. Far on the 
other side of the spectrum is baking chocolate, which has a huge 450 
mg of theobromine per ounce! 
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How Much Chocolate Is Deadly - Continued 

Here are a few other chocolates for you to ponder: hot chocolate, 
12mg of theobromine per ounce; milk chocolate, 60 mg/oz; and up 
there near baking chocolate: semi-sweet chocolate with 260 mg/oz.  

Knowing which chocolate is the most toxic is important, but leaves 
one wondering how much must be eaten to poison a dog. The list in 
this box should be helpful. Maybe you can clip it and post it on your 
refrigerator?  

 

 White chocolate: 200 ounces per pound of body weight. It takes 
250 pounds of white chocolate to cause signs of poisoning in a 20-
pound dog, 125 pounds for a 10-pound dog.  

 Milk chocolate: 1 ounce per pound of body weight. Approximately 
one pound of milk chocolate is poisonous to a 20-pound dog; one-
half pound for a 10-pound dog. The average chocolate bar contains 2 
to 3 ounces of milk chocolate. It would take 2-3 candy bars to poison 
a 10 pound dog. Semi-sweet chocolate has a similar toxic level.  

 Sweet cocoa: 0.3 ounces per pound of body weight. One-third of a 
pound of sweet cocoa is toxic to a 20-pound dog; 1/6 pound for a 
10-pound dog.  

 Baking chocolate: 0.1 ounce per pound body weight. Two one-
ounce squares of bakers' chocolate is toxic to a 20-pound dog; one 
ounce for a 10-pound dog.  
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Dog Care: After Your Dog Eats 
Chocolate 

 
 

 

The first-aid treatment for chocolate poisoning involves removing it 
from the body, quickly, before too much time passes and the 
theobromine has circulated, damaging the gastrointestinal tract in the 
process. The treatment includes:  

 inducing vomiting, which removes, and then administering  
 activated charcoal slurry, which absorbs.  

The sooner this is done, the less the effects of the poison. That, in 
itself, explains the importance of dog owners having an emergency 
kit in their homes plus the knowledge for quick first-aid treatment.  

In the event your dog has eaten chocolate, always gather as much 
information as possible. Note the type of chocolate the dog ate, how 
much chocolate was eaten and approximately when your dog ate it. 
Write this information down. Should you need medical help, your 
veterinarian will appreciate any facts you can provide. If you can't get 
this information quickly, don't belabor it. Write down what you can.  

Begin administering emergency treatment and contact your 
veterinarian or call the pet poison experts at the National Animal 
Poison Information Center at The University of Illinois in Urbana. 
Phone toll-free: (888) 252-7387. The Center provides computer-
supported telephone consultation for potential poisonings. There is a 
nominal charge. 
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Happy Birthday Wishes! 


